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Synopsis

Steven Faulkner and his 16-year-old son Justin are paddling and portaging their way along the
1000-mile, 1673, Mississippi discovery route of French explorers Marquette and Joliet.A A Tired,
hungry, lost, lonely, fogbound, canoe-wrecked, unable to make their way in the darkness, they are
having an excellent timeA¢a -a ¢paddling 300 miles along Lake MichiganA¢a -a,¢s shore to
Green Bay, Wisconsin, then 300 miles up the storm-flooded Fox River, down the Wisconsin River,
then turning south for 400 miles down the mighty Mississippi to St. Louis.A A A A Waterwalk is a
triple journey: a journey into the heart of this continent 300 years agoA¢a —a ¢as depicted in
MarquetteA¢a -a,¢s own journal (a translation of which Faulkner found in the basement of a
University of Kansas library), a modern exploration of the quiet waterways that weave their way
through busy, rush-around America, and a voyage through the heart of a father-son relationship.
A¢a -A“Something in us,A¢a —As says Faulkner, A¢a -A“longs to go the way of the river, to lie
down on those silken currents and swing away from the bank and move along mile after mile.
ThereA¢a -4,¢s something there thatA¢a -a,¢s wild and strong and asleep in mystery . . .And all
the while, rivers spoke to us in unfamiliar languages, the winds warned us of unheeded perils,
statues came alive and shared their stories, and a father and son tried to learn the language of

friendship and interdependence.”
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Customer Reviews

Steven Faulkner grew up in the Sudan and Ethiopia in Africa, and later in Arkansas and Kansas.

After dropping out of college, he married, had children, and worked a variety of jobs: driving



A A dump trucks and concrete mixers, carpet cleaning, roofing, newspaper and doughnut delivery,
and spent fourteen years as a carpenter. He returned to school and acquired the necessary
degrees from the University of Kansas and now teaches Creative Writing at Longwood University in
southern Virginia. His previous book Waterwalk: A Passage of Ghosts has been made into a movie
starring Hollywood actor Robert Cicchini and has been released across the United States and
Canada and is now available on DVD. A A Faulkner has published essays in many literary journals
and magazines including: North American Review, Fourth Genre, Southwest Review, Shenandoah
Review, DoubleTake, and Wisconsin Trails Magazine. His work has been noted in Best American

Essays and anthologized in BeaconA¢a -4,¢s Best.
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